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Design Resource About Rogan Art 
Traditional Rogan Art 
Unique Painting Technique Nirona is a small village located in the middle of Kutch. Kutch is a district of Gujarat State in India. This place is 
by very well known for its rich traditional culture. Bell making and lacquer work are the distinctive crafts of this 
Sumar Khatri and Sanmati Hosure village, but an award-winning ancient Rogan art makes this small village famous worldwide. With its origins in 
Nirona Rogan Art Village, Gujarat Persia, an ancient textile art came to Nirona village around 400 years ago. Only one family, the Khatris, preserves 


the centuries-old art form. 


A world-known Rogan Artist, Mr Abdul Gafur Khatri, is from Nirona village. Mr Abdul's family is eighth-generation, 
sustaining this declining traditional Rogan art. His brothers have also acclaimed Rogan artists. Mr Abdul Gafur 
Khatri and his brothers have won many awards, including one of the most prestigious awards of India Pad- 


Source: mashree in 2019, four National Awards, three National Merit Certificates, and seven State Awards. 


https://dsource.in/resource/traditional-rogan- 


Rogan is an art of painting ona piece of cloth using natural handmade paints. The paint is made by using a thick, 
art/about-rogan-art 


brightly coloured castor seed oil. A thick bright paste is prepared by boiling castor oil for two days and then add- 
ing pigments, mineral colours, and a binding agent. These colours are applied to a piece of cloth using a stylus. 
During the late 20th century, Rogan art was declining due to the availability of cheap machine-made textile. But 
1, About Roagn Art eventually, a single-family, Khatris continued the Rogan art. 
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The Khatris. 
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1. About Roagn Art 


A world-known Rogan Artist, Mr. Abdul Gafur Khatri. National award winner Mr. Sumar D Khatri. 
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Traditional Story 


The 400-year-old Rogan art once flourished in Kutch region of Gujrat. In the early days, this art was practiced 
in the village and sold in the town only. This art is most famous for its unique painting technique. In those days, 
Rogan art was practiced only on clothes to make skirts (ghagra) which is the traditional attire of Kutch women; 
then, they started working on bedsheets, table cloths, sofa covers, and dupattas. 


Present-day this art is being practiced only by the Abdul Gafur Khatri’s family of Nirona village. The men-folks 
preserve this art form for generations. Due to the vast availability of machine print textile, the demand for Rogan 
art fabric is declining and cost-effective. To keep the traditional art alive, Artist Mr. Abdul Gafur Khatri and his 
younger brother Mr. Sumar Daud Khatri, and their other family members practice this art form. They don't have 
a house to live in, not even getting two meals regularly, and are forced to drop out of school to learn this art. 
Despite such a difficult situation, they are still sustaining this art. 


As they are practicing this art for generations, they don’t have other work to do. This makes it difficult for them 
to survive. Around the 1980s, there was a challenging time when Kutch was facing severe droughts making it 
difficult for the khatris to find even a casual labour work around. During that time, Mr. Abdul Khatri realized that 
his family would not get other livelihood opportunities due to a lack of other skills or education. Rogan art was 
on the verge of extinction; then, he decided to take up a job in Mumbai or Ahmadabad to support his family. In 
1983, due to lack of opportunities entire village switched to other trades, so Mr. Abdul followed the same trend. 
He tried to get a job in Mumbai and Ahmedabad and make a life. He says, “At that time, no tourists were visiting 
Gujarat, and our art was not selling. It was only later that the government gave us a project that started helping 
us, and my grandfather and father asked me to return to my Village, Nirona”. He successfully redefined declining 
traditional art. Rogan art came into the limelight when Hor’ble Prime Minister of India Shri Narendra Modi Ji 
gifted a Rogan painting of ‘Tree of Life’ to the former US President, Mr. Barack Obama, in 2014. This painting was 
done by Mr. Abdul Gafur Khatri and his younger brother Sumar D. Khatri. This incident had a positive impact on 
this art resulting in a tourist place for many travelers. 


Tourists from India and abroad started visiting Khatri’s house to see Rogan’s artwork. Artists give them live demo 
of painting, and some of the visitors buy their paintings. Around 250 to 300 tourists visit during September to 
March every year. “I never dreamt of doing anything else. It is our responsibility to take our age-old tradition 
forward, make changes and improve the designs as much as we can,” says Abdul Khatri. Mr. Abdul Gafur D Khatri 
won a Padmashri Award in 2019. He is not the only award winner in his family. His brothers are acclaimed artists 
of Rogan art. All of them are award winners. They won the International award, four National awards, three Na- 
tional Merit Certificates, and seven State awards. 
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Family Members 


Abdul Gafur D Khari (Gafur Bhai): Padmashri — 2019, National Award — 1997, National Merit Certificate — 1988, 
State Award - 1989, State Certificate by CM of Gujarat - 2013. 
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Arab Hasam Khatri: National Award - 2016, National Jumma D Khatri: National Award - 2012, State Award - 


Merit Certificates — 2006, 2007, State Award - 1991. 1995. 


3. Family Members 
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Sumar D Khatri: National Award - 2003, State Award - _—_-M. Jabbar Arab Khatri: International Craft Designer 
2000. Award - 2019, State Award - 2014 
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M. Hanif Arab Khatri. 


3. Family Members 
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A. Hamid Arab Khatri. Asarf D Khatri: State Award — 2016. 
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3. Family Members 


Sakil Jumma Khatri. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The tools and raw materials that are required for Rogan art are as follows: 

* Castor Oil: It is used for preparing gel, a base material for preparing the colour mixture. 

¢ Pigments: These are used in the process of colour making. 

¢ Fabric: The basic raw material used to make Rogan paintings. 

¢ Wooden Frame: It is used to tie the cloth firmly before painting. 

* Scissors: It is used to cut the cloth into the required size. 

¢ Pins: These are used to fix the fabric to the wooden frame. 

¢ Stylus: A 6-7 inched pencil-sized wooden stick with a pointed end is the main painting tool. 


¢ Storage Container: Once the Rogan colour is formed, it has to be stored in a container filled with water to avoid 
air exposure to prevent drying. 
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Castor seed oil is used as a raw material for making Castor oil is boiled in an open space as it omits bad 
Rogan gel. odour. 
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This oil is then cooked in a vessel for two days. A metal stylus is used to make Rogan art. 
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Desieiceeuice Making Process 
Traditional Rogan Art 
Unique Painting Technique The process starts with the making of a gel-like mixture. Castor seeds are crushed to extract the oil. This oil is 
by then boiled in a vessel for two days. This process omits bad odour; hence it is done outside the home or in back- 
Sumar Khatri and Sanmati Hosure yards. Once the oil is turned into a gel form, it is stored in a container filled with water. The reason behind keep- 


ing gel in water is that it should not get air-dried. Previously, natural dyes like flowers, plants, soil, or rocks were 

extracted for preparing Rogan colour. Nowadays, due to the availability of readymade pigment colours that are 

cheap, simple, and easy to use, are used for making Rogan art. These pigment colours are added to castor oil gel 
to get Rogan colours for painting. 


Nirona Rogan Art Village, Gujarat 


Earlier, Ragan painting was done only on a thick cotton cloth called Khaddar. But now it is customized. Artist 

paints on fabrics such as silk, polyester, and cotton as well. Traditionally, Rogan painting is done on an artist’s lap, 

but a wooden frame is used for demonstration. A required piece of cloth is taken, and painting starts from the 

: center of the cloth. Artist begins with preparing colour. A small lump of coloured gel is taken with the help of a 

art/making-process metal stylus. It is then rubbed continuously on a palm with a stylus. This process is done until he gets a thread-like 
consistency. 
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P transferring a mirror image to the other half of the fabric. 
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Flowchart 


1. Process begins with preparing Rogan gel. 


2. Castor oil is boiled for two days to get Rogan 
gel. 

3. This gelis mixed with pigment colours by 
rubbing with stone. 


4. All colours are prepared using the same 
method. 


5. Coloured Rogan gels are kept in a water 
-filled container. 


6. For painting, a small amount of gel is taken 
and rubbed on the palmto get a thread-like 
consistency. 


7, Once done artist starts painting on fabric. 


§. Mostly, half the design is drawn for mirror 
images. 

9. Fabric is folded in half and pressed gently, 
then opened carefully. 


10, Beautiful mirror image of Rogan art printed 
on fabric. 
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Castor oil is put in a vessel. This oil is boiled in an open area as it omits odour. 


5. Making Process 


Castor oil is boiled for two days to get Rogan gel. Rogan gel is rubbed with pigment colour. 
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water. 
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Before painting artist takes a small amount of geland _ Process of rubbing gel creates heat to thin the colour 
rubs it on his palm with a stylus. for painting. 
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Then, he floats a thread of paint over the cloth. Traditionally, Rogan art is done ona lap, but for a 
demonstration, a wooden frame is used. 
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Usually, freehand painting is followed in Rogan art. Artist runs his other hand underneath cloth to form the 
design. 
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After finishing with yellow colour, he tool white colour. Every time for using a new colour, he follows the same 
process of rubbing. 


A floral design is painted with a metal stylus. Mostly, half the design is painted, and the cloth is folded 
in half to get a mirror image. 
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Two cloths are separated carefully to get a mirror 
image. 
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Yellow dots in this design are made one by one, with the This wall piece is considered a special one as it required 
stylus point requiring a lot of expertise. a lot of patience while painting. 
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Traditional Rogan Art 
Unique Painting Technique The uniqueness of Rogan art is its free-hand creativity. Usually, dark colour clothes are used for Rogan art paint- 
by ing. Prominent colours like red, yellow, white, blue, and green are used to highlight design patterns. Rogan art is 
Sumar Khatri and Sanmati Hosure very well known for its ‘Tree of Life’ wall art. The peacock, floral and geometrical motifs are used in traditional 
Nirona Rogan Art Village, Gujarat Rogan painting. 


In the olden days, Rogan art was used for decorating sarees, skirts, and headcovers for women. But now it is out 
of fashion. To keep the centuries-old art Abdul Gafur Khatri and his all-family members started making contem- 
porary products such as bags, quilt covers, wall pieces, kurtas, hand purses, stoles, mobile covers. Till 2010 only 
men folks were involved in this art, but they started giving training to women. This is a big step taken by the Kha- 
tri family. They train more than 100 girls and women. The reason behind this is to sustain and to take Rogan art 
to as many as possible. Khatri’s also conduct training and workshop for interested people on a prior appointment 
basis. 


Due to pandemic situation, wherein lack of tourists, researchers, and students, it’s difficult for them to survive 


Traditional Products 


Tree of life with a peacock in the center. 
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6. Products 


Tree of life. 


Tree of life. 
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Tree of life. Tree of life. 
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Tree of life with intricate design. 


Tree of life. 


25 


26 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Traditional Rogan Art 


Unique Painting Technique 


b 


y 


Sumar Khatri and Sanmati Hosure 
Nirona Rogan Art Village, Gujarat 


Source: 


a 


== 


Bee 


ae 


a7 "i 
at 
a 


7) 


o.% 


6. Products 


Tree of life with peacock design. 


Tree of life with peacock design. 
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Tree of life with three peacocks. Tree of life. 
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Rogan art on a bedspread. 
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ah 


oa 
Shrug is decorated with Rogan art. 


Designer Kurti for men. 
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Rogan painted green sari border with checks piping and 
blue sari with Ajrakh piping. 
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Ladies Top with traditional Rogan art. 
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Men jackets decorated with Rogan art. 


Designer ware men's outfit. 


Rogan art ladies wear. 
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Rogan painted sari pallu with Mashru piping. 
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Rogan painted sari pallu with Ajrakh piping and pink 
sari border with Mashru piping. 
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Safety masks with Rogan art. 
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Traditional Rogan art painted ladies’ hand purses. 
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Mobile covers with Rogan painting. 


Traditional Rogan art file folders. 
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Awards and Certificates 


Rogan artist Abdul Gafur Khatri receiving Padma shri = Artist Sumar Khatri receiving National Award from 
Award from Mr. Ramnath Kovind (President of India). Mr. A.P.J. Kalam (Ex-President of India). 


Sl | 


and 4 onal Awards to 
fear: 7, 22s, 2014 


Jummabhai receiving award from Mr. Pranab Mukharjee Former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee giving 
(Ex-President of India). National award to Gafur Bhai. 
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Abdul Gafur receiving State Certificate by Mr.Narendra Arab Khatri receiving National award from Union Textile 
Modi (Ex-CM of Gujrat). Minister Smt. Smriti Irani. 
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Artist Asraf Khatri receiving State award. Artist M. Jabbar Khatri receiving State award. 
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Artist M. Jabbar Khatri receiving International Craft 
Designer award. 


i 
Artist M. Jabbar Khatri receiving TFA award. 


Artist Abdul Gafur Khatri receiving an award. 
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Neha Bhasin @ @nehabhasin4u - 6 Feb ww 
Retweet to spread knowledge about #roganart. Most 
traditional art in india is dying while gueci and prada 
are creating empires. | love Indian and international. 
But these guys have us as their supporters not big 
branding 


Neha Bhasin @ (@nehabhasindu 

In support of this beautiful tradition art called 
‘Rogan art’ (oll based) 300 years old carried by 7 
nevorationd Vi feanieation aed ves i did buy from ... 
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Celebrity Visitors 


Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan with Abdul Gafur and Sumar Khatri. 
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= é : k 
Gafur Bhai gifting Roan art to Mr. Narendra Modi during Bollywood actress Shabana Azami with Gafur Bhai. 
Bhuj Haat 2006. 
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Indian Air Chief Marshal visited Rogan art family. 
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inister Smt. Smriti Irani at Gafur’s home. President of India Mr. Ramnath Kovind gifted Rogan art. 


9. Celebrity Visitors 
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Foreign tourists visited the Khatri family. Minister of Home Affairs Mr. Amit Shah visited Rogan 
art exhibition. 
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pe a ee 
Many students attended training workshops 


conducted by the Khatri family. 
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References 


* Business Insider 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3Den05Q DO&t=13s 


¢ Rogan Art Artist Abdul Gafur Khatri Nirona Village 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKwvZOnwDAE 


* BBC Hindi News 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Dbv2aHz SI 


¢ Documentary Film by Amazon India 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5QChVsVnjw 


¢ Vibrant Gujarat Handicraft Advertisement 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8aag gakQ041 


¢ Abdul Gafur Khatri receiving the Padmashri award from the President of India 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAUec4HMg g 


¢ Man ki Baat by P.M. Narendra Modiji 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VS-hOIfX8rA 
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D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.i 


Design Resource 


Traditional Rogan Art 
Unique Painting Technique 

by 

Sumar Khatri and Sanmati Hosure 
Nirona Rogan Art Village, Gujarat 


Source: 
https://dsource.in/resource/traditional-rogan- 
art/contact-details 


1. About Roagn Art 
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8. News and Articles 

9. Celebrity Visitors 
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11. Contact Details 


Contact Details 


This documentation and content were done by Sanmati Hosure and Sumar Khatri at 
Nirona Rogan Art Village, Gujrat. 


You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 
Key Contacts: 


Master Artist Abdul Gafur Bhai 
Nirona, Bhuj, Gujarat 370001 


Mr. Abdul Gafur Khatri 
Mobile: 098257 53955 


Mr. Sumar D. Khatri 
M: 099987 88855 


Email: info[at]roganartnirona.com, traditionalroganart[at]gmail.com 
Website: http://roganartnirona.com/index.html 


Helpdesk Details: 
Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 
Industrial Design Centre 
IIT Bombay 

Powai 

Mumbai 4000 076 

India 


Phone: 091-22-25767820/ 7801/ 7802 
Fax: 091-22-25767803 
Email: dsource.in[at] gmail.com 
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